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ERM Australia Pty Ltd (ERM) has been engaged by Lal Lal Wind Farms Nom Co Pty Ltd (Lal Lal Wind
Farms) to prepare an Off-site Landscaping Program associated with Lal Lal Wind Farms. This wind
farm was approved by the Minister for Planning under Planning Permit No. PL-SP/05/0461/C issued
on 30 April 2009 (amended 20 March 2017, 23 April 2018 and 27 September 2018).
Condition 12 of the permit requires an Off-site Landscaping Program to be endorsed by the
responsible authority. This report has been prepared to meet the requirements of this condition.
The following sections of the report outline:


An overview of the Lal Lal Wind Farm;



An overview of the Off-site Landscaping Program;



Off-site Landscaping Program methodology;



The process for making offers; and



The process for recording the offers.
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2.1 Overview
Lal Lal Wind Farms are approximately 2,100 hectares in area located on land at Elaine and Yendon,
within Moorabool Shire. The wind farm essentially comprises two components located approximately
9 km apart, respectively 25km and 17km southeast of Ballarat. The wind farms comprise a total of 60
turbines, with 38 km located in Yendon and 22 km in Elaine. Refer to Figure 1 below for a locality map
of Lal Lal Wind Farms.
Figure 1: Lal Lal Wind Farms Locality

Refer to Appendix 1 for a copy of the site layout approved by the Minister for Planning.
Lal Lal Wind Farms are expected to generate approximately 220MW per year which is enough to
power approximately 95,000 homes per year. The project is estimated to save 780,000 tonnes of
carbon dioxide each year.
Construction of Lal Lal Wind Farms is expected to be completed in stages throughout 2019, with
operations commencing at Yendon in July 2019 and Elaine in September 2019
2.2 Planning Permit
Lal Lal Wind Farms was approved under Planning Permit No. PL-SP/05/0461/C (planning permit) issued
by the Minister for Planning on 30 April 2009 (Amended 20 March 2017, 23 April 2018 and 27
September 2018).
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The permit allows:
‘Use and development of the land for a Wind Energy Facility comprising a maximum of 60 wind
turbines and their associated infrastructure and other works including: the construction of
access tracks; underground cabling; two permanent amenities buildings; two electrical
substations; two permanent meteorological monitoring facilities and associated equipment;
car parking and bicycle facilities, temporary construction facilities (including an ancillary
concrete batching plant), business identification signs and alterations to access points to roads
in a Road Zone.’
Condition 12 of the permit requires:
‘OFF-SITE LANDSCAPING PLAN
‘Within 6 months of development commencing on site, an Off-site Landscaping Program must
be submitted to the responsible authority. When endorsed, the Program will form part of this
permit.
The Off-site Landscaping Program must:
a) Provide for off-site landscaping or other treatments to reduce the visual impact of the
turbines to be made to the following parties as existing at 20 March 2017:
(i)

The owners of all dwellings within 4km of a turbine where a turbine is visible;

(ii)

The Shire of Moorabool as Committee or Management for Lal Lal Reserve;

(iii)

The Sovereign Hill Museums Association in relation to the property known as
Narmbool; and

(iv)

St Sava Orthodox Monastery.

b) Require for offers referred in (a) to be made available up until 12 months after the
commissioning of the last turbine of the development or relevant stage.
c) Include a methodology for determining:
(i)

The type of landscaping treatments to be proposed; and

(ii)

A timetable for establishing and maintaining the landscaping for at least two
years.

d) Include a process for making offers to affected landowners to undertake landscaping on
the landowner’s land’
e) Include a process for recording:
(i)

Offers that have been made to landowners;

(ii)

Whether or not the offers are accepted; and

(iii)

When and how offers are actioned following acceptance.

The endorsed Off-site Landscaping Program must be implemented to the satisfaction of the
responsible authority. The endorsed off-site Landscaping Program must not be altered or
modified without the written consent of the responsible authority.’
This report has been prepared to meet the requirements of this Condition.
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3.1 Objective
The key objective of the Off-site Landscaping Program is to provide a framework for the provision of
off-site landscaping or other treatments to reduce the visual impact of approved turbines to relevant
parties existing on 20 March 2017.
3.2 Recipients
The parties which are entitled to the provision of off-site landscaping or other treatments to reduce
the visual impact of approved turbines on their properties are listed in Condition 12a) of the planning
permit, and described below.
3.2.1 The owners of all dwellings within 4km of a turbine where a turbine is visible
Dwellings which existed on 20 March 2017 and are located within 4km of a visible turbine are shown
in Figure 2 overleaf. The owners of these dwellings are entitled to the provisions of the off-site
landscaping program pursuant to Condition 12 of the planning permit.
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There are a total 594 dwellings located within 4km of a wind turbine (as at 20 March 2017). These are
categorised as per Table 3.1 below.
Table 3.1: Number of dwellings within 4 Km of Lal Lal Wind Farms
Radius

Number of Dwellings

<1Km

3

1-2Km

65

2-3Km

208

3-4Km

318

3.2.2 The Shire of Moorabool as Committee or Management for Lal Lal Reserve
Lal Lal Falls Reserve is located south east of the Yendon component of Lal Lal Wind Farm.
There are two main elements to this reserve, the picnic area itself which comprises a rotunda, and the
lookout to the falls. The nearest turbine is approximately 2km from the picnic area. Refer to Figure 3
overleaf for a locality map of Lal Lal Falls Reserve in relation to Lal Lal Wind Farms.
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3.2.3 The Sovereign Hill Museums Association in relation to the property known as Narmbool
The Narmbool property occupies some 2000 ha and is located west of the Elaine component of Lal Lal
Wind Farm. It comprises a reception centre and gardens, a manager’s house and an education centre.
The closest turbine is located approximately 1.3km from the garden area of this property. Refer to
Figure 4 overleaf for a locality map of Narmbool in relation to Lal Lal Wind Farms.
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3.2.4 St Sava Orthodox Monastery
The St Sava Orthodox Monastery is located to the north east of the intersection of Horsehill North
Road and Elaine‐Mt Mercer Road. The monastery lies immediately south of the Elaine component of
Lal Lal Wind Farm, and approximately 1.1km from the closest turbine. Refer to Figure 5 overleaf for a
locality map of St Sava Orthodox Monastery in relation to Lal Lal Wind Farms.
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4. METHODOLOGY
4.1 The owners of all dwellings within 4km of a turbine where a turbine is visible from the dwelling
Two options regarding treatments to reduce the visual impact of approved turbines on dwellings will
be offered to owners of all dwellings existing on 20 March 2017 which are located within 4km of a
visible turbine. Dwelling owners may choose one option only.
As a first offer a ‘one off’ monetary payment will be offered to owners. The intent is that the money
is used by owners to implement their own landscape screening on their property within their own
timeframes.
As a second option owners can opt for landscape screening to be undertaken by Lal Lal Wind Farms in
accordance with an agreed landscape plan. Further details of each option are provided in Sections
4.1.2 and 4.1.3 of this report.
4.1.1 Determination of Owners
The dwellings which are located within 4km of a visible turbine as at 20 March 2017 and therefore
subject to the landscaping screening program are shown in Figure 2 included at Section 3.2.1 of this
report.
A door knock and letterbox drop off exercise will be undertaken within 4kms of the wind farm to offer
information about how home owners can apply for the landscaping program.
Should owners subject to the landscaping program as described above participate in the landscaping
program, they are required to provide a current rates notice with name and address details, to
establish proof or residence and ownership. These details will be cross referenced with the details of
persons who apply to access the screening program. The process for making offers to affected
landowners including the process for persons to apply is outlined in Section 5.1 of this report.
4.1.2 Monetary Payment
As a first option a monetary payment will be offered to entitled dwelling owners. The intent is that
the money is used by owners to implement their own landscape screening on their property within
their own timeframes.
Owners will be responsible for the full implementation of the landscaping including sourcing and
purchasing of plants, as well as planting and on-going maintenance of the landscaping.
There will be no involvement by Lal Lal Wind Farms in any part of the implementation and
maintenance of the landscaping if an owner selects the monetary option.
The amount offered to each entitled dwelling owner will be dependent on the distance of the dwelling
from the closest visible turbine. The breakdown of payments is shown in Table 4.1 below.
Table 4.1: Monetary amount offered as per distance to nearest turbine
Distance of dwelling from closest visible
turbine (km)

Amount (AUD$)

0-2

4,000

2-3

3,000
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3-4

2,000

The distance of the dwellings from turbines shown in 1km intervals is illustrated in Figure 2 included
in Section 3.2.1 of this report.
Landscape screening to adequately reduce the visual impact of turbines on a dwelling may typically
comprise up to:


100 - 200 tube stock



20 - 40 x 140mm plants



50 - 150m of fencing

A guide regarding general costs associated with the above treatments based on local nursery suppliers
is:


Tube stock – assorted native:

$2.65



140mm plants – assorted native:

$9.50



200mm – assorted native:

$17.25



Estimated cost of fencing:

$12.00 per metre

It has been demonstrated that over time, plants installed as tube stock or in 140 mm pots are proven
to better acclimatise to the site and conditions and yield a stronger, robust and more vigorous plant.
For this reason it is recommended that plants are planted as tube stock. Once a landowner registers
for the monetary payment or landscaping option and it is accepted by Lal Lal Wind Farms, there will
be no recourse for the landowner to revert to the alternative option.
Once the relevant payment is made to the landowner the requirements of Condition 12 of Planning
Permit No. PL-SP/05/0461/C as it relates to that landowner will be considered to have been met in
full. Lal Lal Wind Farms will have no further obligations with regard to providing landscape screening
treatments to the landowner’s property including in relation to maintenance.
The process for making the monetary payments to entitled dwelling owners is detailed in Section 5.1.1
of this report.
4.1.3 Landscaping
An entitled dwelling owner may choose to ‘opt out’ from the monetary payment option detailed in
Section 4.1.2 above, and instead apply for landscape screening to be undertaken on their property
and paid for and maintained (for two years only) by Lal Lal Wind Farms in accordance with an agreed
landscape plan.
For this option the landowner will not receive any monetary payment. The landowner may only revert
to the monetary payment option if agreed to in writing by Lal Lal Wind Farms.
The process for making the offers of the landscaping is detailed at Section 5.1.2 of this report.
The methodology regarding the landscape screening is set out below.
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What is allowed for as part of this screening program
The landscape screening program allows for the practical provision of works to enable agreed
landscape mitigation areas to screen approved turbines. Works included in the establishment of
landscape mitigation areas may include one or more of the following:


Deep ripping of the agreed areas set aside for landscape new plantings;



Weed control by spraying the new planting areas;



Vermin proof fencing;



Gates for maintenance access;



Maintenance for up to two years including weeding and watering; and



Replacement of dead plants lost to natural causes such as frost or vermin.

Works that are not included by the landscape screening program include:


Removal of debris, machinery, vehicles, materials, rubbish or structures from the areas agreed
for landscape screening;



Removal of trees or shrubs either dead, senescing or healthy from the landscape screening areas;
and



Screening provided at other locations on the property such as the horse arena or farm paddock.

Process for assessing views of visible turbines and landscape screening
One site visit will be scheduled for the Projects Community Engagement Manager and a suitable
qualified Landscape and Visual consultant.
A draft plan will be prepared to assist with on-site discussion with the affected landowners. The plan
will show (as appropriate):


Proximity and direction of views from the dwelling to the wind farm;



Existing landscape and visual setting such as trees, sheds and structures for the benefit of on-site
discussions and planning for new landscape screening; and

the visible turbines which are closest to the dwelling and the approximate distance.
Photographs will be taken to record both the affected viewing location and the view to be mitigated
by landscape screening.


Within approximately three (3) weeks of the site visit, a PDF of the plans discussed on site will be
emailed to the affected landowners for their review and written approval, or as otherwise agreed.
In addition to the draft plans, the final landscape plan will show agreed locations of:


The landscape mitigation area;



Extent of fencing;

16

APPROVED FOR THE
MINISTER FOR PLANNING


Location of gates; and



Plant numbers, species and installation size.
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Up to three revisions of the plan will be prepared.
Figures 6 and 7 below show the typical approach to assessing the extent of required screening.
Figure 6 Extent of Screening

Required screening vegetation
to full width of view towards
wind turbines.
Views to be screened from






habitable rooms from
within the dwelling;
the main
entrances/exits i.e.
front, side, rear or
laundry entrance;
Artist’s studios; and
areas of outdoor
private open space
that are within 50m of
the dwelling.

There is allowance for one (1)
row of screen planting at
spacing that is appropriate for
each vegetation species
provided to be part of the
landscape screening plan.
Figure 7 Determination of screening height

Required screening vegetation to full
height of view towards wind turbines.

Selection of Vegetation
Species for new planting areas will be discussed and agreed to with the affected landowners and may
include Natives species, exotics or both. No deciduous species will be used given their limited

17

APPROVED FOR THE
MINISTER FOR PLANNING
SHEETfrosts
18 OF 26
screening ability during winter or exotics that would not survive through heavy
and windy
conditions.

As mentioned in Section 4.1.2 of this report it has been demonstrated that over time, plants installed
as tube stock or in 140 mm pots are proven to better acclimatise to the site and conditions and yield
a stronger, robust and more vigorous plant. For this reason, plants will be installed as tube stock of
the agreed type and species agreed with dwelling owners.
Landscape Planting
There are two options in which landscape mitigation will be planted.
Option one allows for the affected landowner to conduct all works as shown on the plan within their
own timeframes. Lal Lal Wind Farms will pay for all of the plants and materials, however the
landowner will be responsible for all works including ground preparation, fencing, sourcing and
planting out landscaping as well as general maintenance. This option can be attractive to farmers or
other landowners who are able and willing to undertake these works within their own timeframes
Option two will see the landscaping works undertaken and maintained for a two year period by Lal Lal
Wind Farms. Plant establishment includes the care of the contract areas by accepted horticultural
practices. This may include (as required) watering, fertilising, cultivation, weeding, pests and disease
control, replacement of plant materials and pruning.
Access to the screening areas are to be made available by the affected landowner, ready for the
establishment of landscaping and maintenance works by the agreed date of commencement.
Maintenance
Maintenance will be undertaken by Lal Lal Wind Farms for a period of 2 years (104 weeks).
Should Lal Lal Wind Farms implement the landscaping, the general requirements for landscape
maintenance are set-out below.
Watering
The Landscaper (commissioned by Lal Lal Wind Farms) shall make arrangements for the watering of
the plant material. The landowner shall be wholly responsible for ensuring uninterrupted access to
sufficient quantities of water to satisfactorily maintain the planting.
Protection
The Landscaper shall protect the newly planted areas against trespass, traffic, livestock and verminas
required until the plants are well established. Protection may include the erection of approved
temporary fencing.
Defects
Any plants found to be dead, damaged or missing or any defects to fencing or gates all as a result of
inadequate maintenance, or that have become apparent under normal use shall be replaced by the
landscaper.
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4.2 The Shire of Moorabool as Committee or Management for Lal Lal Reserve
The Shire of Moorabool as Committee or Management for Lal Lal Reserve will be offered landscaping
on the Lal Lal Reserve to reduce the visual impact of turbines on this reserve.
The methodology to prepare the landscape plan is the same as that set out in Section 4.1.3 of this
report, except that Lal Lal Wind Farms will solely be responsible for the landscape planting works.
The landscaping plan will be prepared in consultation with Lal Lal Falls Advisory Committee and
Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation, Parks Victoria and Moorabool Shire Council.
The process for making offers of landscaping to the Shire of Moorabool as Committee or Management
for Lal Lal Reserve is outlined in Section 5.2 of this report.
4.3 The Sovereign Hill Museums Association in relation to the property known as Narmbool
The Sovereign Hill Museums Association will be offered landscaping at ‘Narmbool’ to reduce the visual
impact of turbines on this property.
The methodology to prepare the landscape plan is the same as that set out in Section 4.1.3 of this
report, except that Lal Lal Wind Farms will solely be responsible for the landscape installation works.
The landscaping plan will be prepared in consultation with the Sovereign Hill Museums Association.
The process for making offers of landscaping to Sovereign Hill Museums Association in relation to
‘Narmbool’ is outlined in Section 5.3 of this report.
4.4 St Sava Orthodox Monastery
The St Sava Orthodox Monastery will be offered landscaping to reduce the visual impact of turbines
on this monastery.
The methodology to prepare the landscape plan is the same as that set out in Section 4.1.3 of this
report, except that Lal Lal Wind Farms will solely be responsible for the landscape installation works.
The landscaping plan will be prepared in consultation with St Sava Orthodox Monastery.
The process for making offers of landscaping to the St Sava Orthodox Monastery is outlined in Section
5.4 of this report.
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The process for making offers to entitled parties as listed in Section 3.2 of this report is outlined in the
following sections. Offers to all parties will be available up to 12 months after the commissioning of
the last turbine of the wind farm or relevant stage.


Lal Lal Wind Farms will notify the community about their entitlements to the landscape
program through: The Lal Lal Wind Farms website;



A fact sheet to be distributed with the next available community bulletin, if possible, after
the endorsement of the Landscape Program, detailing the conditions of the program and how
to apply and enquire about it;



Newspaper ads which will be placed in The Courier (Ballarat) and The Moorabool News;



Information about the landscaping program provided to the Lal Lal Wind Farms Community
Reference Group

5.1 The owners of all dwellings within 4km of a turbine where a turbine is visible from the dwelling
Lal Lal Wind Farm will undertake door knocking at all dwellings within 4 kms of turbines to inform
landowners of the endorsed landscaping program. A fact sheet details to participate in the program
will be provided to the landowners.
Should the landowner not be present at the time of visit, a calling card will be left with a copy of the
fact sheet and details on how to contact Lal Lal Wind Farms should they require further information.
To expedite the process of fulfilling the landscape program a part time administration person will be
hired and based at Buninyong Information Centre to process the applications. Lal Lal Wind Farms will
aim to deliver this program as quickly and efficiently as possible to ensure the landscaping needs of
the local community are met.
5.1.1 Monetary Contribution
The following paperwork will be required from the applicants for Lal Lal Wind Farms to issue a
monetary contribution:


Proof of ownership as mentioned in Section 4.1.1 above;



A signed waiver form accepting payment to fulfil their own landscaping needs and declaring
that no further claims will be made on the project; and



A completed application form that requests Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) details of the
owner to which the payment will be made.

Lal Lal Wind Farms will establish and provide the following:


Confirmation of the dwelling owner’s eligibility for the monetary contribution according the
following criteria:
o

ownership of dwelling existing on March 2017; and

o

is located within 4kms of the nearest turbine



Details of where plants can be purchased locally and a retail guide of how much can be
purchased for the monetary contribution they will receive;



Details of plant species recommended for landscape screening;
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Maps of turbine locations should dwelling owners complete their own landscaping before
turbines are constructed.

5.1.2 Landscaping
Landscape screening will commence by way of direct contact from the Project’s Community
Engagement Manager for owners of all dwellings within 4.0 km of a wind turbine.
The program will also be advertised on the project website and through local newspapers.
An appointment will be made with a landscape consultant who will prepare a landscape plan to screen
the dwelling from turbines. In consultation with the dwelling owner, plant species will be selected.
The landscape plan will be then sent to the dwelling owner for their approval. When the dwelling
owner approves the landscape plan and species of plants selected they will be asked to sign a form to
say they are satisfied with the landscape plan. LLWF’s will liaise with the dwelling owner regarding a
suitable time to conduct the landscaping at their property. Following this the 2 year maintenance
program will be discussed with the dwelling owner where ongoing access to their property will be
arranged.
5.2 The Shire of Moorabool as Committee or Management for Lal Lal Reserve
A draft landscape plan was prepared and submitted to the Lal Lal Falls sub-committee in August 2018,
and presented to the Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation in September 2018. A meeting will be held
to discuss the landscaping plan in early 2019. The landscape plan will be finalized in consultation with
the Shire of Moorabool and the Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation, Parks Victoria and Moorabool
Shire Council within 12 months of after this meeting.
5.3 The Sovereign Hill Museums Association in relation to the property known as Narmbool
A draft landscape plan was completed .and forwarded to Damon Minotti (Manager of Programs at
Narmbool) in January 2018.
A meeting is scheduled between Lal Lal Wind Farms and Sovereign Hill Museums Association for May
2019 after turbines have been erected opposite the property homestead.
A draft landscape screening plan will then be prepared for sign off by Sovereign Hill Museums
Association.
5.4 St Sava Orthodox Monastery
A meeting was held between Lal Lal Wind Farms and Fr Petar in June 2018.
Lal Lal Wind Farms will make every reasonable attempt to consult and provide landscaping treatments
in accordance with this program. All attempts to consult will be recorded in accordance with the
process for recording set out in Section 6 of this document.
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Lal Lal Wind Farms will make all reasonable attempts to offer landscaping or other treatments to
reduce the visual impact of turbines to entitled parties in accordance with this Program.
To expedite the process of fulfilling the landscape program inclusive of the recording procedure, a part
time administration person will be hired and be based at Buninyong Information Centre to process
the relevant paper work. Lal Lal Wind Farms aims to deliver this program as quickly and efficiently as
possible to ensure the landscaping needs of the local community can be met.
To demonstrate that all reasonable attempts have been made by Lal Lal Wind Farms, the following
process for recording offers will be followed. Subject to this process being followed (but not
necessarily limited to) the requirements of Condition 12 of Planning Permit No. PL-SP/05/0461/C will
be considered to have been met.
A stakeholder database (such as Consultation Manager) will be used to manage and record all
communications and offers made with landholders within 4 km of the turbines, the Shire of
Moorabool, the Sovereign Hill Museums Association and St. Sava Orthodox Monastery. When and
how offers are actioned will also be recorded on this database.
Every communication will be assigned an identity number. The time, date, outcome, type and
participants of the communication will be recorded.
The stakeholder database will also record whether or not the landscape treatment offered to entitled
parties has been accepted.
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Appendix A
Lal LaL WIND FARMS ENDORSED LAYOUT
PLANS
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